
ECONOMICS SYLLABUS 

Ms. K. Draine 

 Course Description 

  

         Students in economics will have the opportunity to 
learn about the structure, function, principles, basic 
concepts, and problems of the American economy.  The 
study of scarcity, opportunity cost, and the fundamental 
economic problem will form the conceptual framework for 
a systematic analysis of the factors of production, economic 
systems, supply and demand, and forms of business 
organization, market structures, and market failure.  Special 
emphasis will be given to the role of government in our 
economy.  Students will learn about the use of monetary 
and fiscal policies to bring about economic stability, 
international trade and the role of the United States in the 
global economy, and economic problems facing our nation 
today. 

The core of the course’s content will be: individual and 
household choices, business choices, and the role of 
government in the economy, economic systems, and 
trade.  The course will provide a foundation of basic economic knowledge to prepare students for the study of economics at the 
college level. 

          Economics will be studied from both analytical and critical perspectives.  Students will have the opportunity to use their 
substantive knowledge and thinking skills to critically examine current public policy issues. 

ECONOMICS 

 STRANDS:                             (C-Civics)                       (H-History)      (G-Geography)        (E-Economics) 

 1. Identify and apply basic economic concepts. (C, H, G, E) 

1.  Define key terms and concepts (e.g., scarcity, opportunity cost, trade-offs, productivity, 
inflation, deflation, monopoly, free enterprise, oligopoly, conglomerate, etc.). 
2. Construct and graph demand and supply schedules. 
3. Determine equilibrium price on demand and supply schedules and curves. 
4. Describe how the laws of supply and demand interact. 
5. Analyze the importance of imports and exports. 
6. Compare the relationship of microeconomics and macroeconomics. 
7. Analyze the impact of profit and competition in our market economy. 
 

 2.  Explain how people organize for the production, distribution, and consumption of 
goods and services. (C, H, G,E) 



1.  Explain how the scarcity of productive resources (e.g., human, capital, technological, natural, 
etc.) requires the development of economic systems to make decisions about how goods and 
services are produced and distributed. 
2. Identify basic business organizations, including advantages and disadvantages of each. 
3. Evaluate how an individual may prosper in a market economy (e.g., saving, investing, credit 
management, income, etc.). 
 

 3. Discuss relationships among the various economic systems (e.g., households, 
business firms, banks, government agencies, labor unions, and corporations, etc.). (C, H, 
G, E) 

1. Analyze the behavior of the consumer and the producer in a market economy and their impact 
on price. 
2. Evaluate the role of organized labor on the United States economy. 
3. Interpret the phases of the business cycle. 
4. Describe the American banking system. 
5. Explain the operation of the stock market. 
6. Discuss government controls on our economy (e.g., monetary policy, fiscal policy, federal 
reserve, etc.). 
 

 4. Understand global connections, conflicts, and geographic interdependence. (C, H, 
G, E) 

1. Distinguish between domestic and global economic systems and explain their interaction. 
2. Apply economic concepts and reasoning when evaluating historic and contemporary social 
developments and issues. 
3. Evaluate the domestic and international impact of various economic agreements 
      (e.g., NAFTA, EEC, GATT, etc.). 
4. Recognize economic trends and economic cycles. 
 

5. Compare and contrast how values and beliefs influence economic decisions in 
different societies. (C, H, G, E) 

1. Compare cultural and religious differences that affect economic decisions. 
2. Contrast the public assistance systems of the United States and other nations (e.g., Japan, 
Germany, etc.). 
3. Contrast and compare the United States’ free-enterprise system and European socialism. 
  
6. Demonstrate the ability to apply and interpret social studies tools (e.g., timelines, 
maps, globes, graphs, charts, a compass, technology, primary and secondary documents, 
political cartoons, etc.).  (C, H, G, E) 
 
  6. Interpret special purpose maps. 
  7. Analyze information on graphs, charts, tables, and timelines. 
  8.  Analyze political cartoons. 
  9.  Utilize primary and secondary sources. 

  



Supplies 

  Each day the student should bring the following materials to class: 

 1. Pencil/Pen  
 2. MacBook 
 3. Loose leaf paper 
 

Daily Class Expectations 

 Students are expected to listen carefully and contribute to the class discussion made by the teacher, their 
classmates, and multimedia presentations.  Taking written notes is required not suggested.  Students are 
encouraged to take an active part in the learning process by responding to the teacher’s questions and 
asking questions about the economic concepts being discussed.  Each student is expected to conduct 
himself/herself in a mature, responsible, considerate, and courteous manner that exemplifies the core 
values of Madison County School District. 

Assignments 

Students are expected to complete assigned reading prior to class.  Unannounced quizzes on the reading 
assignments may be given.  Students are encouraged to study the notes taken in class each night. 

Homework assignments will be given throughout the semester.  Students should use ink on all written 
assignments.  Assignments are expected to have a neat and scholarly appearance. 

Turn assignments in on the day that they are due.  Students should check canvas daily.  You are 
responsible for all assignments listed in Canvas and any others announced verbally by the teacher.  

If assignments are late there will be point deductions.  

 One Day Late = Deduction of 10 points 

 Two Days Late = Deduction of 20 points  

 Three Days Late = Student will receive a ZERO.  

Absence 

It is your responsibility to find out what work you missed during an absence.  If you are absent on a day 
that a test is given or an assignment is due, you will take the test or submit the assignment on the day that 
you return to school. An unexcused absence on the day a test or quiz is given or an assignment is due will 
result in a grade of zero for that test, quiz, or assignment within 3 days. 

 

 

 



Evaluation and Grading 

Written tests are given periodically to evaluate the student's progress.  These tests cover assigned reading, 
class work, handouts, and homework assignments.  The course will conclude with an end of semester 
exam that will evaluate the student’s knowledge of the entire course. 

Quizzes and written homework assignments are also given periodically throughout the semester. 
Unannounced quizzes may be given to assess the student’s knowledge and understanding of assigned 
reading due on the day of the quiz. 

 Class participation demonstrates a student's knowledge, preparation, interest, motivation, and 
acceptance of individual responsibility for learning.  Both answers and questions volunteered by students 
on a daily basis are critical to the learning process. 

Students are expected to read and study the assigned reading and their class notes. They should come to 
class the next day prepared to respond to the teacher's questions, ask questions of their own, and discuss 
issues raised in the reading assignment.  Students are strongly urged to volunteer answers in class, but 
students will be called upon to recite even if they do not volunteer. 

*****Projects will be assigned throughout the semester assignment!!!***** 

  The student's final semester grade is determined by: 

Tests                                      
Projects                                   
Daily Assignments 
Quizzes                                   
Homework                               
  

Attitude 

A positive attitude toward learning is essential for academic achievement.  Motivation, interest, 
enthusiasm, cooperation, courtesy, self-discipline, and personal pride are all factors, which contribute to 
academic success. 

Student Conferences 

         Students who wish to speak with me about material covered in class, assignments, grades, or 
personal concerns are invited and encouraged to come to the classroom at an appointed time.  If possible 
please let me know in advance if you wish to meet with me.  As a student in my class, you are important 
and special. 

Academic Honesty 

 Honesty and integrity are core values of the Madison County School District.  Academic and personal 
honesty are required of all students at Velma Jackson High School.  Standards for student behavior are 
outlined in the Madison County School District’s Student Code of Conduct. 



 Copying or attempting to copy another student's work, the possession of unauthorized notes or aids 
during written evaluations, talking during written evaluations, any form of communication of quiz or test 
content to other students, and intentionally aiding the academic dishonesty of another student are some 
examples of academic dishonesty. 

 Consequences for academic dishonesty include a grade of zero on the assignment, quiz, or test. 

  

Class Structure 

 Students will utilize MacBook with Internet capabilities, textbook, outside reading including articles 
from internet, scholarly journals, newspapers and other respected sources for learning and assignments. 
Students are expected to behave as young adults and demonstrate a superior intellect in the classroom 
without constant reprimand for childish and undignified behavior. All students are REQUIRED to receive 
a passing mark in US Government and Economics in order to graduate from any public high school in 
Mississippi. Therefore, students please do not jeopardize your academic career with unwise decisions. 

 
 
 
 
	

	


